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2008
2008 Cabernet Sauvignon
Napa
Napa Valley
Composition:
Vineyard:

100% Cabernet Sauvignon
69% Rowe Vineyard, Napa Valley
31% Steltzner Vineyard, Stags Leap District, Napa Valley
Harvest Date:
October 1 and 3, 2008
Brix at Harvest:
25.8 Brix
Finished pH:
3.63
Finished TA:
6.5 g/L
Alcohol:
14.2%
Cooperage:
Aged 22 months in 37% New French Oak
Winemaker:
Karen Culler
Production:
600 cases
Release Date:
Summer 2011
Suggested Retail: $32 per Bottle

VINEYARD:
The Rowe Vineyard is planted on western hillside slopes, close
to the town of Napa on Dry Creek Road. This hillside vineyard produces fruit
with lots of tannins that are big and bold.
The Steltzner Vineyard is in the Stags Leap District, and was planted in 1996
(clone 7 on 1103P rootstock). Often called a valley within the Napa Valley, the
Stags Leap District is influenced by cool evening breezes from the San Pablo bay
and rocky volcanic tufa soils. Combined with the eastern exposure this is an ideal
place for growing grapes. The family has been farming this land since 1965.
VINTAGE:
In 2008 winegrowers met the challenges of a crazy weather
year. It began with intense storms that brought high winds and heavy rains to the
region. Then spring was the driest on record, ending with 60% of normal
rainfall. Cold temperatures and frost threats held on for more than three weeks
in the spring. Then, within the same week, vineyards were hit with a multi-day heat
spike that brought early season temperatures into the triple digits. This resulted
in fewer clusters with smaller berries. Later, a week-long heat spell over the
Labor Day holiday ratcheted everyone into high gear. Then, just as quickly as the
heat arrived, temperatures dropped to well below normal. The red varieties
languished on the vine with optimal hang time, excellent ripening and balanced
structure.

TASTING NOTES: These two vineyards produce wines that are very different
from each other, but work well as complementary wines in the blend. This wine is
a big bold Napa Cab. The Rowe Vineyard produces a much firmer wine with big,
bold tannins. The Stags Leap wine is a very pretty, elegant wine with dark fruit
aromas and soft, velvety tannins, and an abundance of acidity.
The resulting
wine has a rich depth of aromas, both from the fruit and barrel aging, with a
longer mid palate and a full but soft finish with nice acidity.
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